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57 ABSTRACT

A wireless power supply system includes a power transmis-
sion device capable of transmitting power to a plurality of
power receiving devices by a magnetic field resonance
method. The power transmission device includes a detection
unit configured to detect an amount of charge of each of the
plurality of power receiving devices, a determination unit
configured to determine, if the amount of charge of a certain
power receiving device is not increased even when a pre-
determined time has elapsed since start of power transmis-
sion to the certain power receiving device, whether a cause
of failure to increase the amount of charge is the power
transmission device or the certain power receiving device,
based on the amount of charge of any other power receiving
device detected by the detection unit, and a notification unit
configured to transmit a notification about the determination
result by the determination unit.

5 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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WIRELESS POWER SUPPLY SYSTEM,
POWER TRANSMISSION DEVICE, AND
POWER RECEIVING DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a wireless power supply
system, a power transmission device, and a power receiving
device. The present invention particularly relates to a wire-
less power supply system including a power transmission
device capable of wirelessly supplying power to a plurality
of power receiving devices, and a power transmission device
and a power receiving device that are applicable to the
wireless power supply system.

2. Description of the Related Art

Four methods are known for supplying power in a con-
tactless (wireless) manner: an electromagnetic induction
method, a magnetic field resonance method, an electric field
coupling method, and a radio wave receiving method. In
recent years, among these four methods, the magnetic field
resonance method has attracted attention because of its
capabilities of transmitting a large amount of power and
transmitting power over a long distance. For example,
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2009-136132
discusses a one-to-N (N is a natural number of two or more)
power supply system for transmitting power from a power
transmission device to a plurality of wireless power receiv-
ing devices by utilizing the magnetic field resonance method
having the long-distance power transmission capability.

Further, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2012-44735 discusses a method for detecting an abnormality
in a power transmission path between one power transmis-
sion device and N wireless power receiving devices.

In the configuration discussed in Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open No 2009-136132, during standby without
supplying power, the power transmission device transmits a
predetermined pulse signal to search for any wireless power
receiving device that is close within several meters of the
power transmission device. When the wireless power receiv-
ing device transmits its own unique identification (ID) to the
power transmission device, the power transmission device
determines whether the wireless power receiving device is a
target to be power supplied. If the wireless power receiving
device is a target to be power supplied, the power transmis-
sion device wirelessly transmits power to the wireless power
receiving device. At this point, the power transmission
device can transmit a unique code to the wireless power
receiving device to individually receive information about
the amount of charge and the status of the device.

In the configuration discussed in Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open No. 2012-44735, the presence of any
foreign matter between the power transmission device and
the power receiving device is detected by using a sensor or
a heating sensor to perform control so that the power
receiving device cannot receive power on its side when the
foreign matter has been detected.

In a configuration such as that discussed in Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2012-44735, an operation
is performed to stop supplying power when an abnormality
has been detected. More specifically, a secondary side
device (power receiving device) includes a sensor for detect-
ing an abnormality, and according to the detection result by
the sensor, transmission and reception of power is stopped so
that heating due to foreign matter can be avoided. However,
in such a configuration, if power is not normally supplied
due to a cause other than the foreign matter, it cannot be
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2

determined whether the cause is on the power supply device
side or on the power receiving device side.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to, if a battery fails to be
charged in a wireless power supply system, determining
whether the failure has been caused by a power supply
device or a power receiving device and informing the user
of the determination result so that the cause of the failure can
be detected at an early stage.

According to an aspect of the present disclosure, a wire-
less power supply system includes a power transmission
device capable of transmitting power to a plurality of power
receiving devices by a magnetic field resonance method. The
power transmission device includes a detection unit config-
ured to detect an amount of charge of each of the plurality
of power receiving devices, a determination unit configured
to determine, if the amount of charge of a certain power
receiving device is not increased even when a predetermined
time has elapsed since start of power transmission to the
certain power receiving device, whether a cause of failure to
increase the amount of charge is the power transmission
device or the certain power receiving device, based on the
amount of charge of any other power receiving device
detected by the detection unit, and a notification unit con-
figured to transmit a notification about the determination
result by the determination unit.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration of
a wireless power supply system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
power transmission device.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
power receiving device.

FIG. 4 illustrates a configuration of a superframe.

FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration of a frame format.

FIGS. 6A and 6B are sequence diagrams illustrating
transmission and reception of data between the power trans-
mission device and the power receiving device using the
superframe.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a sequence according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration of
a wireless power supply system 1 according to an exemplary
embodiment. The wireless power supply system 1 according
to the exemplary embodiment includes a power transmission
device 10 for transmitting power (supplying power) by the
magnetic field resonance method. Further, in the wireless
power supply system 1 according to the exemplary embodi-
ment, a single power transmission device 10 can wirelessly
transmit power to a plurality of power receiving devices 20,
21, and 22. Although FIG. 1 illustrates three power receiving
devices 20, 21, and 22, the number of power receiving
devices is not limited to three.

The power transmission device 10 wirelessly transmits
power to each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22
by the magnetic field resonance method. Further, the power
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transmission device 10 performs data communication
required for supplying power with each of the power receiv-
ing devices 20, 21, and 22.

Each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22
wirelessly receives power from the power transmission
device 10. Each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and
22 performs data communication required for supplying
power with the power transmission device 10. A power
supply area 30 is an area where power can be supplied from
the power transmission device 10 to the power receiving
devices 20, 21, and 22.

A communication area 40 is an area where data commu-
nication can be performed between the power transmission
device 10 and each of the power receiving devices 20, 21,
and 22.

The relationship between the power supply area 30 and
the communication area 40 is such that the communication
area 40 is larger than the power supply area 30, and the
power supply area 30 is completely included in the com-
munication area 40.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
the power transmission device 10.

In FIG. 2, solid lines represent transmission and reception
of data, and dotted lines represent supply of power.

The power transmission device 10 includes a control unit
110, a wireless transmission unit 120, a wireless reception
unit 130, an alternating current (AC) power supply 140, and
a power supply unit 150.

The control unit 110 controls each unit included in the
power transmission device 10. The control unit 110 includes
a central processing unit (CPU) 111, a read only memory
(ROM) 112, a random access memory (RAM) 113, a hard
disk drive (HDD) 114, a user interface (UI) 115, and a timer
116. The control unit 110 is connected to the wireless
transmission unit 120 and the wireless reception unit 130 via
an internal bus to enable transmission and reception of a
signal.

The CPU 111 performs various types of operations to
control the power transmission device 10.

The ROM 112 is a non-volatile storage medium and stores
a boot program and the like to be used by the CPU 111.

The RAM 113 is a volatile storage medium and tempo-
rarily stores the data, program, and the like to be used by the
CPU 111. Further, the RAM 113 retains, for each power
receiving device, information about the amount of charge
and the operating status used in the present exemplary
embodiment each time a timer interruption occurs.

The HDD 114 is a non-volatile storage medium, and
stores an operating system (OS) and application program
(computer program) to be used by the CPU 111.

The UI 115 provides a user with various types of infor-
mation and also receives various types of instructions from
the user. A display device (e.g., a liquid crystal display
device) that can display characters and images, and an audio
device that can produce sound can be used as the UI 115.

The timer 116 starts counting down at the same time as
power transmission has been started, and notifies the CPU
111 of its interruption when a predetermined time has
elapsed.

The CPU 111 reads a computer program stored in the
HDD 114, and loads the program into the RAM 113 for
execution. This allows each unit of the power transmission
device 10 to be controlled to implement the processing to be
described below.

The wireless transmission unit 120 is configured to wire-
lessly transmit power to the power receiving devices 20, 21,
and 22. The wireless transmission unit 120 includes a

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

4

communication circuit 121, a power transmission circuit
122, a diplexer 123, and a power transmission coil 124.

The communication circuit 121 generates a modulation
signal for performing wireless communication.

The power transmission circuit 122 generates a modula-
tion signal for wirelessly transmitting power.

The diplexer 123 combines the modulation signal gener-
ated by the communication circuit 121 and the modulation
signal generated by the power transmission circuit 122.

The power transmission coil 124 transmits the modulation
signal combined by the diplexer 123 to the power receiving
device 20.

The wireless reception unit 130 is configured to receive
data from the power receiving device 20. The wireless
reception unit 130 includes a power receiving coil 131, a
reception circuit 132, and a demodulation circuit 133.

The power receiving coil 131 wirelessly receives a modu-
lation signal for performing communication from each of the
power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22.

The reception circuit 132 receives the modulation signal
received by the power receiving coil 131.

The demodulation circuit 133 demodulates the modula-
tion signal received by the reception circuit 132.

The AC power supply 140 supplies an AC voltage to the
power transmission coil 124 and the power supply unit 150.

The power supply unit 150 converts the AC voltage
supplied by the AC power source 140 into a direct current
(DC) voltage, and supplies the DC voltage to the control unit
110, the wireless transmission unit 120, and the wireless
reception unit 130.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of
each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22.

In FIG. 3, solid lines represent transmission and reception
of data, and dotted lines represent supply of power.

Each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22
includes a control unit 210, a wireless transmission unit 220,
and a wireless reception unit 230.

The control unit 210 is configured to control each of the
power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22. The control unit 210
includes a CPU 211, a ROM 212, a RAM 213, an HDD 214,
and a Ul 215. The control unit 210 is connected to the
wireless transmission unit 220 and the wireless reception
unit 230 via an internal bus to enable transmission and
reception of a signal.

The CPU 211 performs various types of operation pro-
cessing to control each of the power receiving devices 20,
21, and 22. The ROM 212 is a non-volatile storage medium,
and stores a boot program to be used by the CPU 211.

The RAM 213 is a volatile storage medium, and tempo-
rarily stores the data, program, and the like to be used by the
CPU 211.

The HDD 214 is a non-volatile storage medium, and
stores an OS and application to be used by the CPU 211.

The UI 215 provides a user with various types of infor-
mation and also receives various types of instructions from
the user. A display device (e.g., a liquid crystal display
device) that can display characters and images, and an audio
device that can produce sound can be used as the UI 215.

The wireless transmission unit 220 is configured to wire-
lessly transmit data to the power transmission device 10. The
wireless transmission unit 220 includes a communication
circuit 221 and a power transmission coil 222.

The communication circuit 221 generates a modulation
signal for performing communication.

The power transmission coil 222 wirelessly transmits the
modulation signal generated by the communication circuit
221 to the power transmission device 10.
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The wireless reception unit 230 is configured to wirelessly
receive power from the power transmission device 10. The
wireless reception unit 230 includes a power receiving coil
231, a diplexer 232, a reception circuit 233, a demodulation
circuit 234, a rectifying circuit 235, a voltage stabilization
circuit 236, and a battery 237.

The power receiving coil 231 receives a modulation
signal from the power transmission device 10.

The diplexer 232 divides the modulation signal received
by the power receiving coil 231 into a modulation signal for
performing communication and a modulation signal for
transmitting power.

The reception circuit 233 receives the modulation signal
for performing communication output from the diplexer
232.

The demodulation circuit 234 demodulates the modula-
tion signal received by the reception circuit 233.

The rectifying circuit 235 rectifies the modulation signal
for transmitting power output from the diplexer 232 to
generate a DC voltage.

The voltage stabilization circuit 236 stabilizes the DC
voltage generated by the rectifying circuit 235.

The battery 237 receives the voltage stabilized by the
voltage stabilization circuit 236 to accumulate power. The
battery 237 supplies the DC voltage to the control unit 210,
the wireless transmission unit 220, and the wireless recep-
tion unit 230 based on the accumulated power.

FIG. 4 illustrates a configuration of a superframe. In the
wireless power supply system 1 according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, such a superframe is
repeatedly used to realize wireless power supply. One super-
frame includes an association period (step S101), a power
transmission preparation period (step S102), and a power
transmission period (step S103). The length of each period
is variable.

In step S101, the power transmission device 10 issues a
request for a device ID to each of the power receiving
devices 20, 21, and 22, and checks the necessity for each of
the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 to receive power.
If the power transmission device 10 receives the device ID
and confirms that power transmission is necessary, and the
processing proceeds to step S102. The period for shifting
from step S101 to step S102 is also variable.

In step S102, each of the power receiving devices 20, 21,
and 22 can transmit a response frame or an acknowledge-
ment frame in response to a data request from the power
transmission device 10. Each length of the response frame
and the acknowledgement frame is variable. When step
S102 has ended, the processing proceeds to step S103. The
period for shifting from step S102 to step S103 is also
variable.

In step S103, the power transmission device 10 wirelessly
transmits power to each of the power receiving devices 20,
21, and 22. In step S103, each of the power receiving devices
20, 21, and 22 can transmit a frame to the power transmis-
sion device 10 even if each of the power receiving devices
20, 21, and 22 does not receive a request frame from the
power transmission device 10.

FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration of a frame format.
Within the above-described superframe, data communica-
tion for wirelessly supplying power can be realized by using
a packet in the frame format illustrated in FIG. 5.

A frame header 310 indicates an address for transferring
data and the like. The frame header 310 includes an ID 311,
a frame control 312, a source address 313, a destination
address 314, and a sequence number 315.
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The ID 311 is used to perform data communication in the
wireless power supply system 1.

The frame control 312 is information for exchanging data
about each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22.
The frame control 312 includes power management 3120.
The power management 3120 is data used for checking the
necessity of power.

The source address 313 is an address from which data is
to be transferred.

The destination address 314 is an address to which data is
to be transferred.

The sequence number 315 is the number for a frame.

A frame body 320 is information of the main body of data
to be transferred. The frame body 320 includes a payload
321 and a frame check sequence 322.

The payload 321 is the main body of data. According to
the present exemplary embodiment, an device ID, the
amount of charge (the state of charge), and an operating
status are assigned to the payload 321.

The frame check sequence 322 is data used for checking
the payload 321 for errors.

As described above, the power transmission device 10
communicates with each of the power receiving devices 20,
21, and 22 by using a packet in the frame format illustrated
in FIG. 5 to detect the amount of charge and the operating
status of each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22.

FIGS. 6A and 6B are sequence diagrams illustrating
transmission and reception of data using the superframe
between the power transmission device 10 and each of the
power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22. More specifically,
FIG. 6A illustrates a communication sequence when a first
communication is performed with each of the power receiv-
ing devices 20, 21, and 22 or when the interruption of the
timer 116 described with reference to FIG. 1 occurs. FIG. 6B
illustrates a communication sequence when the interruption
of the timer 116 does not occur.

The power transmission device 10 and each of the power
receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 perform transmission and
reception of data using the above-described superframe, as
illustrated in FIGS. 6A and 6B. This enables the wireless
power supply system 1 to perform data communication for
wirelessly supplying power.

In step S201, the power transmission device 10 sends a
request for the device ID to each of the power receiving
devices 20, 21, and 22. For the request, the ID 311 of the
frame format is used. Each of the power receiving devices
20, 21, and 22 receives the request for the device ID from the
power transmission device 10.

In step S202, each of the power receiving devices 20, 21,
and 22 transmits the device ID to the power transmission
device 10. For the transmission, the ID 311 of the frame
format is used. The power transmission device 10 receives
the device ID from each of the power receiving devices 20,
21, and 22.

In step S203, the power transmission device 10 checks the
necessity for each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and
22 to receive power. For the check, the power management
3120 of the frame format is used. Each of the power
receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 receives from the power
transmission device 10 a packet for checking the necessity
to receive power.

In step S204, if each of the power receiving devices 20,
21, and 22 needs to receive power, each of the power
receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 notifies the power trans-
mission device 10 that power transmission is necessary. In
step S204, if each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and
22 does not need to receive power, each of the power
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receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 notifies the power trans-
mission device 10 that power transmission is not necessary.
For the notification, the power management 3120 of the
frame format is used. The power transmission device 10
receives a notification from each of the power receiving
devices 20, 21, and 22 about whether power transmission is
necessary. The power transmission device 10 determines
whether the received notification is for requesting power
transmission.

In step S205, if the power transmission device 10 receives
a notification for requesting power transmission, the power
transmission device 10 prepares power transmission.

In step S206, the power transmission device 10 transmits
a command to each of the power receiving devices 20, 21,
and 22 to identify how much the power charging rate for
each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 is. Each
of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 receives the
command from the power transmission device 10.

In step S207, each of the power receiving devices 20, 21,
and 22 transmits a response about the power charging rate in
response to the command transmitted from the power trans-
mission device 10. The power transmission device 10
receives the response about the power charging rate from
each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22.

In step S208, the power transmission device 10 transmits
power to each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22.
Each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 wire-
lessly receives power supply from the power transmission
device 10 and charges the battery 237 using the supplied
power.

In step S209, when the battery 237 has been fully charged,
each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 notifies
the power transmission device 10 of end of power transmis-
sion (completion of charging). For the notification, the
power management 3120 of the frame format is used. The
power transmission device 10 receives the notification about
end of power transmission (completion of charging) from
each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22.

As illustrated in FIG. 6B, in the superframe where the
interruption of the timer 116 does not occur, checking the
amount of charge in step S206 and sending the response
thereto, i.e., a response about the amount of charge in step
S207 are skipped.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a control method accord-
ing to the present exemplary embodiment. A computer
program for executing the control method is stored in the
HDD 114 of the power transmission device 10 and in the
HDD 214 of each of the power receiving devices 20, 21, and
22. The CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10 and
the CPU 211 of each of the power receiving devices 20, 21,
and 22 read and execute the computer program. This enables
each unit in the power transmission device 10 and in each of
the power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22 to be controlled
to implement the control method.

The wireless power supply system 1 according to the
present exemplary embodiment includes the plurality of
power receiving devices 20, 21, and 22. Here, however, the
power receiving device 20 will be used as an example to
describe the flow of operations of the power transmission
device 10 and the power receiving device 20.

When the power receiving device 20 has entered the
communication area 40 of the power transmission device 10,
the power transmission device 10 and the power receiving
device 20 start the processing illustrated in FIG. 7.

In step S301, when the power receiving device 20 has
entered the communication area 40 of the power transmis-
sion device 10, the power transmission device 10 and the

30

35

40

45

55

60

8

power receiving device 20 perform the first communication
using the superframe illustrated in FIG. 4. Through the first
communication, the power transmission device 10 detects
the amount of charge of the power receiving device 20 and
stores the detected charge amount information in the RAM
113. The information about the amount of charge of the
power receiving device 20 is included in a response about
the amount of power received from the power receiving
device 20 in step S207 during the power transmission
preparation period (step S102).

In step S302, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 sets the timer interruption timing for the timer 116.

In step S303, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 stands by until the interruption by the timer 116
occurs. During the standby state, as illustrated in FIG. 6B,
the power transmission device 10 and the power receiving
device 20 perform communication using the superframe
without checking the amount of charge and sending a
response about the amount of charge. When the interruption
by the timer 116 has occurred (YES in step S303), the
processing proceeds to step S304.

In step S304, communication is performed between the
power transmission device 10 and the power receiving
device 20 right after the timer interruption has occurred. In
step S304, the power transmission device 10 and the power
receiving device 20 communicate with each other in the
sequence illustrated in FIG. 6A at the timing of communi-
cation using the superframe illustrated in FIG. 4. The power
transmission device 10 detects the amount of charge and the
operating status in the payload 321.

In step S305, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 compares information about the amount of charge
stored in the RAM 113 (the amount of charge obtained last
time) with information about the amount of charge obtained
in step S304 (the amount of charge obtained this time). If the
amount of charge obtained this time in step S304 is larger
than that obtained last time and stored in the RAM 113, it
indicates that charging is in progress. If charging is in
progress (YES in step S305), the processing proceeds to step
S302. On the other hand, if the amount of charge obtained
this time in step S304 is equal to or smaller than that
obtained last time and stored in the RAM 113, it indicates
that charging may not be normally performed. If charging
may not be normally performed (NO in step S305), the
processing proceeds to step S306.

In step S306, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 determines based on the operating status obtained
in step S304 whether the power receiving device 20 is being
operated. When it is determined that the power receiving
device 20 is being operated (YES in step S306), the pro-
cessing proceeds to step S307. When it is determined that the
power receiving device 20 is standing by or stopping (NO in
step S306), the processing proceeds step S308.

In step S307, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 first transmits to the power receiving device 20 via
the wireless transmission unit 120 a notification to prompt
the user to stop receiving power supply. When the CPU 211
of the power receiving device 20 has received from the
power transmission device 10 the notification to prompt the
user to stop receiving power supply, the CPU 211 notifies
and prompts the user via the Ul 215 to stop receiving power
supply while operating the power receiving device 20. As
the notification method, for example, the CPU 211 of the
power receiving device 20 can use a method for displaying
“a message for prompting the user to stop receiving power
supply while operating the power receiving device 20” on
the display unit (notification unit) of the UI 215. Alterna-
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tively, a method for causing the Ul 215 to generate a
notification sound may be used.

In step S308, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 determines whether the power transmission device
10 is supplying power to any power receiving device other
than the power receiving device 20. If the power transmis-
sion device 10 is supplying power to any other power
receiving device (e.g., power receiving device 21) (YES in
step S308), the processing proceeds to step S310. If the
power transmission device 10 is supplying power only to the
power receiving device 20 (NO in step S308), the processing
proceeds to step S309.

If the power transmission device 10 is supplying power
only to the power receiving device 20, the CPU 111 of the
power transmission device 10 cannot compare the state of
charge of the power receiving device 20 with that of any
other power receiving device. Thus, the CPU 111 of the
power transmission device 10 cannot determine whether a
cause of failure to increase the amount of charge is the power
transmission device 10 or the power receiving device 20.

Thus, in step S309, the CPU 111 of the power transmis-
sion device 10 executes processing (operation) to prompt the
user to inspect both the power transmission device 10 and
the power receiving device 20.

For example, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 transmits to the power receiving device 20 via the
wireless transmission unit 120 a determination result indi-
cating that both the power transmission device 10 and the
power receiving device 20 are the cause of failure to increase
the amount of charge. When the power receiving device 20
has received the determination result, the power receiving
device 20 notifies and prompts the user via the Ul 215 to
inspect both the power transmission device 10 and the power
receiving device 20. As the notification method, for
example, the CPU 211 of the power receiving device 20 can
use a method for displaying “a message for prompting the
user to inspect both the power transmission device 10 and
the power receiving device 20” on the display unit (notifi-
cation unit) of the Ul 215. Alternatively, a method for
causing the UI 215 to generate a notification sound may be
used.

The CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10 may be
configured to wirelessly transmit, instead of the determina-
tion result itself, a notification for causing the power receiv-
ing device 20 to execute processing for prompting the user
to inspect both the power transmission device 10 and the
power receiving device 20. When the power receiving
device 20 has received the notification, the power receiving
device 20 executes the processing for notifying and prompt-
ing the user to inspect both the power transmission device 10
and the power receiving device 20, similarly to the above.

Further, the CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10
may notify and prompt the user to inspect both the power
transmission device 10 and the power receiving device 20
via the UI 115. As the notification method, for example, the
CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10 can use a
method for displaying “a message for prompting the user to
inspect both the power transmission device 10 and the power
receiving device 20” on the display unit of the UI 115.
Alternatively, a method for causing the UI 115 to generate
a notification sound may be used.

If the power transmission device 10 is supplying power to
any power receiving device other than the power receiving
device 20 (YES in step S308), the processing proceeds to
step S310.

In step S310, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 determines whether the amount of charge of the

20

25

40

45

65

10

power receiving device (e.g., power receiving device 21)
other than the power receiving device 20 is increased. If the
amount of charge of the other power receiving device 21 is
not increased (NO in step S310), the processing proceeds to
step S311. If the amount of charge of the other power
receiving device 21 is increased (YES in step S310), the
processing proceeds to step S312.

If the amount of charge of the other power receiving
device 21 is not increased, it can be assumed that the power
transmission device 10 is the cause of failure to increase the
amount of charge. Then in step S311, the CPU 111 of the
power transmission device 10 determines that the power
transmission device 10 is the cause of failure to increase the
amount of charge, and executes processing (operation) for
prompting the user to inspect the power transmission device
10.

For example, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 transmits to the power receiving device 20 via the
wireless transmission unit 120 a determination result indi-
cating that the power transmission device 10 is the cause of
failure to increase the amount of charge. When the power
receiving device 20 has received the determination result,
the power receiving device 20 notifies and prompts the user
via the UT 215 to inspect the power transmission device 10.
As the notification method, for example, the CPU 211 of the
power receiving device 20 can use a method for displaying
“a message for prompting the user to inspect the power
transmission device 10” on the display unit of the UI 215.
Further, a method for causing the Ul 215 to generate a
notification sound may be used.

The CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10 may
wirelessly transmit, instead of the determination result itself,
a notification for causing the power receiving device 20 to
execute processing for prompting the user to inspect the
power transmission device 10. When the power receiving
device 20 has received the notification, the power receiving
device 20 executes the processing (operation) for notifying
the user, similarly to the above.

If the amount of charge of the other power receiving
device 21 is increased, it can be assumed that the power
receiving device 20 is the cause of failure to increase the
amount of charge. In step S312, the CPU 111 of the power
transmission device 10 determines that the power receiving
device 20 is the cause of failure to increase the amount of
charge, and executes processing (operation) for prompting
the user to inspect the power receiving device 20.

For example, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 notifies the power receiving device 20 of the
determination result via the wireless transmission unit 120.
When the power receiving device 20 has received the
determination result, the power receiving device 20 notifies
and prompts the user via the Ul 215 to inspect the power
receiving device 20. As the notification method, for
example, the CPU 211 of the power receiving device 20 can
use a method for displaying “a message for prompting the
user to inspect the power receiving device 20 on the display
unit (notification unit) of the UI 215. Alternatively, a method
for causing the Ul 215 to generate a notification sound may
be used.

The CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10 may
wirelessly transmit, instead of the determination result itself,
a notification according to the determination result, for
example, a notification for causing the power receiving
device 20 to execute the processing for prompting the user
to inspect the power receiving device 20. When the power
receiving device 20 has received the notification, the power
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receiving device 20 notifies and prompts the user via the Ul
215 to inspect the power receiving device 20, similarly to the
above.

As described above, the CPU 111 of the power transmis-
sion device 10 determines whether the cause of failure to
increase the amount of charge is the power transmission
device 10 or the power receiving device 20, and transmits to
the power receiving device 20 a notification according to the
determination result.

Subsequently, an example of an operation of the wireless
power supply system 1 according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention will be described. It is
assumed here that the battery 237 of the power receiving
device 20 is the cause of failure to increase the amount of
charge. It is also assumed that in the power supply area 30
of'the power transmission device 10, there is a normal power
receiving device 21 other than the power receiving device
20.

To charge the battery 237 of the power receiving device
20, the user sets the power receiving device 20 to a stand-by
state in the power supply area 30 of the power transmission
device 10.

When the power receiving device 20 has been placed in
the power supply area 30 of the power transmission device
10, the power transmission device 10 and the power receiv-
ing device 20 perform the first communication using the
superframe in the sequence illustrated in FIG. 6A. In step
S206, via the first communication, the power transmission
device 10 asks the power receiving device 20 about the
amount of charge and the operating status. In step S207, the
power receiving device 20 notifies the power transmission
device 10 of the amount of charge and the operating status.
In step S301, the CPU 111 of the power transmission device
10 temporarily stores in the RAM 113 the amount of charge
and the operating status of the power receiving device 20
obtained via the communication.

In step S302, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 sets the timing of a timer interruption for the timer
116 (causes the timer 116 to start counting down). In step
S303, the CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10
waits until the timer interruption occurs while communicat-
ing with the power receiving device 20 according to the
sequence illustrated in FIG. 6B.

When a predetermined time has elapsed since the timer
116 started counting down, the interruption by the timer 116
occurs (an interruption signal is transmitted to the CPU 111).
In step S304, the CPU 111 communicates with the power
receiving device 20 to check (detect) the amount of charge
and the operating status. The power transmission device 10
performs the communication according to the sequence
illustrated in FIG. 6A.

In step S207, when the CPU 111 of the power transmis-
sion device 10 has received a response about the amount of
charge and the operating status from the power receiving
device 20, then in steps S305 and S306, the CPU 111
determines the amount of charge and the operating status of
the power receiving device 20 obtained this time. In step
S305, the CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10
compares the amount of charge obtained last time and
temporarily stored in the RAM 113 with the amount of
charge obtained this time to determine whether the amount
of charge is increased.

It is assumed here that the battery 237 of the power
receiving device 20 is the cause of failure to increase the
amount of charge, and thus the amount of charge is not
increased even when a predetermined time has elapsed since
the start of charging.
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Therefore, in step S306, the CPU 111 of the power
transmission device 10 checks the operating status of the
power receiving device 20.

Since the operating status of the power receiving device
20 is in the stand-by state (NO in step S306), then in step
S308, the CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10
determines whether there is any other power receiving
device being charged.

Since it is assumed that there is other power receiving
device 21 in the power supply area 30 (YES in step S308),
then in step S310, the CPU 111 of the power transmission
device 10 checks whether the amount of charge of the other
power receiving device 21 is increased.

Since it is also assumed that the power receiving device
21 is in a normal state, the amount of charge of the power
receiving device 21 is increased when power is transmitted
thereto. Therefore, in step S310, when the CPU 111 of the
power transmission device 10 uses information about the
amount of charge of the other power receiving device 21 that
is periodically retained in the RAM 113 to compare the
amount of charge obtained this time with that obtained last
time, the CPU 111 determines that the amount of charge is
increased.

With the above assumptions, the CPU 111 of the power
transmission device 10 determines that, among the plurality
of power receiving devices, only the power receiving device
20 fails to increase the amount of charge. Thus, the CPU 111
of the power transmission device 10 notifies the power
receiving device 20 via the wireless transmission unit 120
that the power receiving device 20 may cause the failure to
increase the amount of charge. Or, the CPU 111 of the power
transmission device 10 displays on the Ul 115 a message
saying that the power receiving device 20 may cause the
failure to increase the amount of charge.

As described above, in the wireless power supply capable
of supplying power to the plurality of devices, the CPU 111
of the power transmission device 10 detects the operating
status of the power receiving device 20 and whether the
amount of charge of the power receiving device 20 is
increased. This can improve the performance of detecting, if
the amount of charge of the power receiving device 20 is not
increased even when power has been supplied for a prede-
termined time, whether the cause of failure is the power
transmission device 10 or the power receiving device 20.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the configuration
for checking the amount of charge using the timing of
interruption by the timer 116 has been described. However,
the present invention is not limited thereto. For example, to
set the timing of checking the amount of charge, the number
of times of transmitting the superframe may be used. In this
case, the CPU 111 of the power transmission device 10
counts the number of times of transmitting the superframe to
the power receiving device 20. The CPU 111 of the power
transmission device 10 checks (detects) the amount of
charge of the power receiving device 20 each time the
counted number of times of the transmission reaches a
predetermined number of times. The predetermined number
of times is not particularly limited. In such a configuration,
the above-described effect can also be obtained.

The point is that the power transmission device 10
includes a time counting unit capable of counting the
elapsed time and is configured to detect the amount of
charge of the power receiving device 20 each time the time
counted by the time counting unit reaches the predetermined
time.

The power transmission device and the power receiving
device according to the exemplary embodiment of the
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present invention are not particularly limited. As the power
receiving device, various types of portable apparatuses can
be applied, such as a mobile phone, a mobile gaming
machine, a mobile music player, and a digital camera.
Further, the power transmission device may not be a stand-
alone power transmission device. For example, the power
transmission device may be incorporated in various types of
apparatuses, such as a copying machine, a printer, and a
personal computer (PC).

Embodiments of the present disclosure can also be real-
ized by a computer of a system or apparatus that reads out
and executes computer executable instructions recorded on
a storage medium (e.g., non-transitory computer-readable
storage medium) to perform the functions of one or more of
the above-described embodiment(s) of the present disclo-
sure, and by a method performed by the computer of the
system or apparatus by, for example, reading out and execut-
ing the computer executable instructions from the storage
medium to perform the functions of one or more of the
above-described embodiment(s). The computer may com-
prise one or more of a central processing unit (CPU), micro
processing unit (MPU), or other circuitry, and may include
a network of separate computers or separate computer
processors. The computer executable instructions may be
provided to the computer, for example, from a network or
the storage medium. The storage medium may include, for
example, one or more of a hard disk, a random-access
memory (RAM), a read only memory (ROM), a storage of
distributed computing systems, an optical disk (such as a
compact disc (CD), digital versatile disc (DVD), or Blu-ray
Disc (BD)™), a flash memory device, a memory card, and
the like.

While the present invention has been described with
reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2013-040930 filed Mar. 1, 2013, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. A wireless power supply system including a power
transmission device for transmitting power to a plurality of
power receiving devices by a magnetic field resonance
method, the power transmission device comprising:

a detection unit configured to detect an amount of charge

of each of the plurality of power receiving devices;

a determination unit configured to determine, if the
amount of charge of a certain power receiving device is
not increased even when a predetermined time has
elapsed since start of power transmission to the certain
power receiving device, whether a cause of failure to
increase the amount of charge is the power transmis-
sion device or the certain power receiving device, based
on the amount of charge of any other power receiving
device detected by the detection unit; and

a notification unit configured to transmit a notification
about a result of the determination by the determination
unit.
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2. The wireless power supply system according to claim
1, the power transmission device further comprising a time
counting unit,

wherein the detection unit detects the amount of charge of
the certain power receiving device each time a time
counted by the time counting unit reaches a predeter-
mined time, and

wherein the determination unit determines whether the
amount of charge of the certain power receiving device
is not increased by comparing the amount of charge
detected by the detection unit this time with the amount
of charge detected by the detection unit last time.

3. The wireless power supply system according to claim
1, the power transmission device further comprising a count-
ing unit configured to count a number of times of transmis-
sion of a signal to the certain power receiving device,

wherein the detection unit detects the amount of charge of
the certain power receiving device each time the num-
ber of times of transmission counted by the counting
unit reaches a predetermined number of times, and

wherein the determination unit determines whether the
amount of charge of the certain power receiving device
is not increased by comparing the amount of charge
detected by the detection unit for a current time with the
amount of charge detected by the detection unit last
time.

4. The wireless power supply system according to claim
1, wherein, if the determination unit determines that the
amount of charge of the certain power receiving device is
not increased, the determination unit determines that the
certain power receiving device is the cause of failure to
increase the amount of charge if the determination unit
determines that the amount of charge of the other power
receiving device is increased, and determines that the power
transmission device is the cause of failure to increase the
amount of charge if the determination unit determines that
the amount of charge of the other power receiving device is
not increased either.

5. A power transmission device for transmitting power to
a plurality of power receiving devices by a magnetic field
resonance method, the power transmission device compris-
ing:

a detection unit configured to detect an amount of charge

of each of the plurality of power receiving devices;

a determination unit configured to determine, if the
amount of charge of a certain power receiving device is
not increased even when a predetermined time has
elapsed since start of power transmission to the certain
power receiving device, whether a cause of failure to
increase the amount of charge is the power transmis-
sion device or the certain power receiving device, based
on the amount of charge of any other power receiving
device detected by the detection unit; and

a notification unit configured to notify the certain power
receiving device of the determination result by the
determination unit.
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